
How to Make
A Simple Keepsake Box



Do you have meaningful items such as letters, photos, and souvenirs 
that you hold dear? A great and secure place to store these items would 
be in a keepsake box. This box keeps all your beautiful memories alive 
and can preserve them for years. They also make beautiful and 
meaningful gifts for birthdays, Christmas, Mother's Day, and many 
other special occasions.

Unfortunately, keepsake boxes are not cheap. But why spend money 
buying one while you can do it yourself and save the money? Making 
these boxes is easy; even if you do not have woodworking skills, you 
can still make one. Here is a DIY step-by-step guide on a woodworking 
plan on how to make keepsake boxes.

Like any other woodwork project, you will need to design the keepsake 
box before starting the process of building one. Since there are 
unlimited styles, designs, and shapes to use, designing helps you 
narrow down to your favorite one and have a reference point. Without 
a plan, it might take you longer to complete the project.

Gather all the tools and materials needed to make the keepsake box. 
When you have everything in one place, it will take a short time to 
complete the project. Here is a list of the things that you will need.

• Wooden blocks

• Mailer

• Saw
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Step 1: Designing

Step 2: Gather Tools and Materials

 



• A measuring tape

• Board

• Sticks or scrap cove molding

• PVA glue

• Wood paint

• Stencil (If need be)

Get the wooden blocks, measure them to your desired size, and cut 
them. It is recommended that you use a table saw when cutting since it 
is accurate and easy to handle. Remember that the lower part of the 
interior needs to be broad to fit the bottom quickly. A single mistake in 
this step can ruin your project.

Once you have cut all the pieces needed, the next step is assembling 
them. Start by using dry assembling to be sure everything fits in place. 
If not, make the necessary adjustments. Finally, to ensure the keepsake 
box is secure, attach the parts using a clamping jig.

It is easy to make the clamping jigs from scratch by using 1⁄4 inches of 
plywood with a 450 beveled block glued to these clamping jigs.

They should be 3⁄4 inches shorter than the outer dimensions of the box. 
That is to prevent them from interfering with the assembling step.
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Step 3: The Cutting

Step 4: Assembling the Pieces

 



Using clamping is an excellent option as it enables you to deal with the 
joint independently. So, you will not get overwhelmed as you attempt to 
descend the clamp and square all corners simultaneously. Then glue or 
nail all the parts together.

After attaching, check if the box is stable. If not, you can make it stable 
by leveling the feet using sandpaper.

Take a piece of wood and mold it to ensure it fits the edges. You can cut 
it flat or give it a design depending on how you want the box to look. 
Then, to ensure that the top sits securely in place, cut small wood pieces 
and use glue to stick them on the bottom part of the top. That will help 
the top part stay in place.

You can use a stencil to make the initial to the box or write a note. But if 
you do not have one or do not want to write anything on the box, finish 
up by staining the wood, then furnish it. Let it dry before use.

A wooden keepsake box is timeless. It is acceptable to all age groups. 
The best thing about this box is that you can make it with any wood or 
design that you want. However, to avoid being disappointed, it is best 
to work with familiar wood. You can paint to make it more aesthetically. 
But even plain wood is still beautiful. 

Follow the steps highlighted above, and you will end up with a quality 
box made at home. Creating a keepsake at home is fun and saves you 
money. Just learn how to and make some for yourself and your loved 
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Step 5: Make the Top

Step 6: Finish the Box

Conclusion

 


